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Friday April 3, 2020 

 
Dear PPS Families,  
 
This week on April 1st, Governor Wolf announced that the statewide stay-at-home order will continue until 
April 30th, and all Pennsylvania schools will remain closed until further notice. Today, during a COVID-19 
briefing, Governor Wolf recommended that all Pennsylvanians wear a mask any time they leave their 
homes for life-sustaining reasons. This additional measure has been put into place as COVID-19 cases 
steadily rise in Pennsylvania. According to Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine, “Staying home is the 
most effective way to protect yourself and others against COVID-19, but, if you must go out because you 
are out of food or medication, then wearing a mask, or even a bandana across your nose and mouth, could 
be an extra layer of protection. You don’t need a surgical mask – we need those for our health care workers 
and first responders.” They recommend wearing a mask when: 
 

 Shopping at essential businesses, like grocery stores or pharmacies 

 Visiting your health care provider 

 On public transportation 

 Interacting with customers/clients at essential businesses 

 Feeling sick, coughing or sneezing 
 
At the end of this message are instructions on how to make a homemade mask and the materials needed.  
 
Distribution of Laptops to Students 

As of today, 75% percent of our student population completed the Home Tech Survey. We are evaluating 
the data and expect to be distributing our first set of laptops to our families of 12th grade students on 
Tuesday, April 14th, Wednesday, April 15th, and Thursday, April 16th. Families of 12th grade students will be 
contacted beginning next week by their child’s school administrator to discuss the logistics of laptop 
distribution and to review technology device policies and procedures.  
 
Instructional Package Distribution 

We are finalizing our instructional packets for students PreK-12, including accommodations for students 
with individualized education plans and gifted individualized education plans. We are working to ensure 
distribution as early as Tuesday, April 14th. If this timeline changes, for any reason, we will share the 
updated timeline with families. Please keep in mind that this is the first time we have to produce and 
distribute printed materials PreK-12 for math, English language arts, science, social studies and the related 
arts. While our primary focus is ensuring every student has access to instructional materials, we must also 
ensure our plan keeps everyone safe and ensures that proper social distancing is occurring.  
 
Reviewing Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) with Families 

We want to assure families that our Executive Director of Program for Students with Exceptionalities (PSE), 
Ann Hermann and our PSE staff are working diligently every day to ensure our students with disabilities are 
front and center.  Beginning on April 14th, special education teachers will be reaching out to families to 
discuss their child’s IEP and review what remote learning will look like for students. The PSE department 
will also be hosting a PSE webinar on Thursday, April 9th, at 2:00 pm. Additional information will be shared 
next week.  
 
Communications During Spring Break – April 6th to April 13th  
As you know, next week is the District’s spring break. We know that many families will be celebrating 
Passover and Easter and therefore, will only be communicating a District-wide message on Tuesday, April 
7th instead of every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
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Food During Spring Break – April 6 – 13th 

The Food Service Department will be closed during spring break next week, April 6 – 13th, but will ensure 

students can access food next week. Although school sites will be closed, the non-PPS sites will continue to 

distribute food next week during spring break on Tuesday, April 7th, and Friday, April 10th. These locations 

include: Northview Heights Center, Pittsburgh Project, Allegheny Dwellings, St. Paul AME church 

Beltzhoover, Tree of Life – Brookline, Warrington Recreation Center, City Parks at Arlington Gym, Center of 

Life, Glen Hazel Community Center, East Hills Community Center, Paulson Recreation Center, Salvation 

Army Homewood, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Emmanuel Methodist Church, M Garden, Salvation 

Army Westside.  

COVID-19 Confirmed Cases 
We have been committed to keep staff and families informed of confirmed cases. We have a central office 
employee that has tested positive with COVID-19. This staff member has not been in our administration 
building since Tuesday, March 17th so we are beyond the 14-day period of concern. In addition, the facility 
was deep cleaned since that time. 
 
Please know that we care about every member of our PPS family, and we want you to stay safe and well 
during these difficult times. We have heard from many families that are struggling during these very difficult 
and challenging times. We encourage everyone to please share the United Way’s 2-1-1 phone number and 
website http://pa211sw.org/. Families can go online or call 2-1-1 to get additional support and special 
referrals. With one phone number, callers gain free, confidential access to thousands of programs and 
services that can help improve the quality of their lives. Help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week, by calling 2‑1‑1 (or 1-888-553-5778). TTY and language services are available in more than 170 
languages and dialects. 
 
All, please stay calm, stay home and stay safe. We will be back in touch next Tuesday, April 7 th. Below are 
the directions for making a homemade mask  
 
 

Anthony D. Hamlet, Ed. D.,  
Superintendent of Schools  
 

 
The materials needed to make a homemade mask include:  

 Fabric (100% cotton is most effective) 

 Fabric Ties 

 Scissors 

 Sewing machine or a needle and thread 
 
Instructions: 

 Measure and cut two pieces of fabric in a rectangle pattern to fit snugly around the face (size 

 12 inches by 6 inches is standard for adults). 

 Tightly sew both layers together on all edges. 

 Cut fabric ties to fit around the ears. 

 Sew the ties to the insides of the mask on the smaller edge, repeat on both sides. 

 Resew the sides to ensure a tight seal between both pieces of fabric and the earpiece. 
 

http://pa211sw.org/
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Please note, that while masks help prevent people from sharing illnesses, they don’t do a great job at 
keeping people from getting sick; and, they’re not foolproof. It is critical that our first act is stay at home but 
if you need to go out, please wear a mask. 
 
 


